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Crackdown on NGOs, a ZANU PF election strategy  

NGOs play a pivotal role particularly in 

Zimbabwe. Over the years, NGOs have 

provided much needed relief in all sec-

tors including governance and democra-

cy, social services and humanitarian to 

citizens across the political divide. The 

power wielded by NGOs is a constant 

toothache to President Robert Mugabe 

and his ZANU PF party. With an im-

pending referendum and possible gen-

eral election, ZANU PF as per its De-

cember 2011 Congress resolution is 

bent on curtailing the operations of 

NGOs and ensuring that the next elec-

tion is devoid of any NGO involvement.  

  

On 14 February 2012, the NGO and civil 

society community woke up to the dis-

turbing news of the banning of opera-

tions of 29 NGOs in Masvingo Province 

by Governor Titus Maluleke (ZANU PF). 

The ban, described by the Zimbabwe 

Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) as a 

nullity at law, saw Maluleke demanding 

that all NGOs in the province work with 

his office and sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) to operate in the 

area. Other ZANU PF officials were re-

ported to have seen this as an oppor-

tunity to extort money from NGOs in 

Masvingo by demanding payment fees 

ranging from US$100, US$300 and up 

to US$1 000 per year in order to con-

clude a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU). Despite the statement issued by 

the Minister of Labour and Social Wel-

fare, Honourable Paurina Mpariwa on 

the 14th of March 2012 before the House 

of Assembly indicating that NGOs are 

not banned, the situation on the ground 

portrays a totally different picture. 

Youth Forum, an organisation that pro-

motes participation of youths in national 

development programs in Masvingo was 

impeded from holding a road-show to 

celebrate International Women’s Day on 

the 10th of March in Gutu. In another 

recent move seven members of the Stu-

dents’Christian Movement in Zimbabwe 

(SCMZ) in Bulawayo had their National 

Identity Cards confisctated at Msitheli 

Registar’s Office. The seven were also 

asked to bring their parents after being 

accused of supporting MDC and efforts 

to retrieve their Ids have been fruitless. 

 

Governor Maluleke’s illegal ban fuelled 

hostilities against NGOs by the police 

and suspected members of the Central 

Intelligence Organisation. Radio Dia-

logue, a community radio initiative in 

Matabeleland, reported that obtaining 

police clearances for its community 

work is getting more difficult, with their 

latest encounter with the police having 

taken place at the organisation’s confer-

ence on community radios held in early 

March, where a peaceful march was 
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blocked by the police. Another Bulawayo based organisation, Bulawayo Agenda al-

so reported that police in Matabeleland North are refusing to issue clearances for 

the organisation’s programs despite existence of court orders compelling them to 

do so. In most instances, according to Bulawayo Agenda, police disrupt the pro-

grams saying that they do not recognise court orders.  

 

Organisations operating in Mashonaland Central including the Institute for Young 

Women Development (IYWD) have also been affected by the apparent harassment 

of NGOs. According to organisations operating in the area, Governor Martin Dinha 

(ZANU PF) called a meeting where he indicated that all NGOs in the area are re-

quired to submit their registration papers to his office. After the submissions, the 

Governor’s office carried out unnecessary reviews and checks of the registration 

papers, claiming that the organisations, especially those registered as Trusts, are 

limited to charity work only. Furthermore, there is a push by the governor to have 

all NGOs in the area sign MOUs with local District Administrators before carrying 

out activities in the province.  

 

The apparent onslaught on civil society activities by the ZANU PF controlled police 

and local authorities is an attempt to curtail the operations of CSOs as was done 

during the run up to the 2008 Presidential election run- off where then Minister of 

Social Welfare, Nicholas Goche banned NGO operations including those carrying 

out humanitarian work, accusing them of meddling with the voting process. In es-

sence, the ban was meant to obstruct NGOs from witnessing the political violence 

which characterised the period and led to the death of an estimated 150 people ac-

cording to the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). The ban was also targeted 

at starving the electorate and promoting ZANU PF’s ‘food for votes’ campaign. 

   

As the calls for elections by the political party become louder, the election strate-

gies used in 2008, violence, intimidation, starvation and creating impervious areas 

are resurfacing. If NGO activities are banned, information to communities will be 

limited to ZANU PF propaganda while food aid, which is needed particularly  indica-

tions are that 2012 will be a drought year, will be used to buy votes. Such a sce-

nario will limit participation of citizens in the electoral process. History is surely re-

peating itself.  
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Call for early election reignites political violence  

Civil society organisations, the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 

and the majority of Zimbabweans have indicated that elections in the country 

must be held after necessary democratic reforms are carried out. However, ZANU 

PF remains adamant that elections should be held without genuine reforms. The 

calls for early polls by the political party have reignited political violence, accord-

ing to statistics released by civic groups.  

 

The Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) February 2012 report, noted a 15% increase 

in human rights violations that are "directly linked" to the new push for polls in 

2012. In the report ZPP says President Robert Mugabe's efforts to force elections 

this year resulted in 413 reported cases of rights violations in February alone, 

compared to 365 cases reported by witnesses in January.   

 

Progressive Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (PTUZ) also reported increased victimi-

sation of teachers since the call of elections by President Mugabe gained momen-

tum during the beginning of 2012. Six teachers from Gwangwava Primary School 

in Rushinga, according to the union, were forcibly transferred in March 2012 to 

other schools in Bindura after war veterans and Zanu (PF) supporters said they 

did not want the teachers in their community. 

 

Mugabe has not yet set the date for the polls, but he is evidently in a hurry to 

move ahead with an election while ignoring the fact that this could lead to another 

sham election reminiscent of the March 2008 plebiscite. While the GPA has set 

benchmarks for the staging of fresh polls, President Mugabe appears eager to 

have elections this year with or without a new constitution and other political re-

forms prescribed in the GPA.  His insistence on polls has sparked wide speculation 

on the reasons behind his eagerness. Some have cited his advancing age as one 

of the many reasons why his party, ZANU-PF, is in a hurry to hold polls this year 

instead of 2013. Others cite the acrimony that has rendered the inclusive govern-

ment dysfunctional.  
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The conviction of the two MDC formations to reject the push for a sham election has 

underlined both the gravity of the challenge to the Zanu PF regime and the determi-

nation of its opponents to hold undisputed polls. Another controversial election does 

not augur well for the country, which is still battling to recover from years of bad 

governance characterised by social, political and economic meltdown. Another sham 

poll is seen further stagnating the economy with the possibility of taking Zimbabwe 

back to the pre-GNU era where the economic, social service and political spheres 

plunged into an abyss. 

 

SADC should ensure that there are necessary conditions in place before the elections 

take place and these conditions may take time, but it is far better to spend time in 

building a solid foundation rather than build hastily on an unreliable foundation.  
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Zvorwadza ruling postponed  

Harare Magistrate, Victoria Mashamba 

has failed to bring to finality the trial of 

Sten Zvorwadza, Restoration of Human 

Rights (ROHR) Zimbabwe Spokesperson 

who is facing charges of threatening to 

commit murder and undermining state 

authority in contravention of Section 

186 of the Criminal Law Codification and 

Reform Act. As has become the norm in 

Zimbabwe’s judiciary system, the ruling 

was postponed to the 10th of April 2012 

after the Magistrate said that she had 

not seen the Application for Discharge 

papers filed by the Defense.  

 

The charges against Zvorwadza ema-

nate from an altercation with ZANU PF 

supporters in Mbare on the 28th of Janu-

ary 2012 following disruptions of an un-

derground fuel tank installation project 

which he was carrying out in the area. 

Zvorwadza reported the case at Mbare 

Police Station before he was arrested for 

allegedly threatening ZANU Pf thugs, 

Clifford Mazarura and Clever Ntabande 

with murder. The ROHR Spokesperson 

was incarcerated at the condemned 

Matapi Police cells where he was alleg-

edly assaulted by Constable Mberi.  
 

Commenting on the charges leveled 

against him, Zvorwadza said, 

“Zimbabwe is a free nation where 

people have the right to start busi-
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nesses wherever they want and 

should not be restricted on politi-

cal grounds”. Mbare has been de-

clared Zanu pf territory retarding de-

velopment as many investors shy 

away from the area fearing disruption 

to their businesses by Zanu pf youths 

and terror groups including the infa-

mous Chipangano who roam the 

streets and commit crimes with impu-

nity.  
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